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Area Reports

AREA CHAIR’S REPORT

Sadly, I have to note the passing of Tom Kibble and John Hauxwell. They were both active

members of the Area Council and will be greatly missed.

The first major issue for the year was the dissolution of SAWW (Surrey Area Weekend Walkers).

Unfortunately, the group was unable to elect a committee and was forced to close. Great efforts

were made to transfer SAWW members to other groups and I believe we were largely successful

in this.

I attended my first National Council in York in April along with Graham Butler (Area Secretary),

Jenny Caddy (G&H Chair) and Brian Reader (Agenda Committee). The meeting began with the

surprise resignation of the chief executive (Benedict Southworth). Brian Reader was elected to

Vice President in recognition of his long- term commitment to the Ramblers; congratulations to

Brian. Graham & I presented Surrey’s motion on Governance which was carried by a large

majority. However, the next motion (Kent) was largely contradictory and was also carried. I await

developments. Since GC an interim Chief Exec (Natasha Clayton) has been appointed and a

permanent Exec (Vanessa Griffiths) is due to take over about now (Nov 2016).

Footpath issues have been ably dealt with by Rodney Whitaker and the Group Officers. I have

been involved with Surrey County Council regarding Newlands Corner. I believe the parking

charges will be implemented but it seems that the other proposals are on hold for the present.

Surrey have at last appointed some footpath staff for the west of the county and work parties

have re commenced.

I was invited to attend an orientation day at Ramblers Central Office in May. This was very useful

and took in presentations on how Ramblers is organised and I was able to meet key people in all

departments. This was the first and I understand there will be more. If you get the chance I highly

recommend you take part. An awards scheme is now underway and will provide a concrete, if

small, way of recognising efforts by individual volunteers.

Pathwatch has been relaunched and there are plans to expand its use as a reporting

tool. I use it regularly as a navigation aid and find it very useful.

Central Office is planning a “Surrey Ramblers Day” for the 13th May at Sandown Park Esher. This

will take the form of a series of workshops on relevant subjects such as First Aid, Legal Issues, Path

Maintenance, Map Reading & Satnavs, Walk Leadership. There will also be a guest speaker and

trade stalls. Lunch will be provided! We will be looking for some volunteers to help man the

event and will certainly need local groups to lead a couple of short walks from the venue. More

information will be found on www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved.

A few months’ ago I was contacted by a walking group in Lens, France. In conjunction with a

Canadian group they are organising memorial walks for the 100th anniversary of the battle of Vimy

Ridge. One of these walks will take place in Witley (near Godalming) on the 27th March 2017;

details will be on Walksfinder. A few days later a series of walks will lead from Bolougne to the

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved
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war memorial at Vimy Ridge. Ramblers may take part at their own expense (see www.tourism-

lenslievin.co.uk).

We had 6727 members at the end of September 2016, a loss of 144 members since September

2015.

We are still in need of an Area Publicity Officer and The Role of Area Membership Secretary is

about to become vacant.

Finally I would like to thank all the Surrey Officers for their support since I became Chairman.

Barry Holland

AREA FOOTPATH & ACCESS SECRETARY’S REPORT

As last year, it was good to see so many Surrey members coming forward to volunteer for path

maintenance work, this year it was Volunteer Path Warden training. We already had about 58

VPWs and a further 28 completed the training this year. With local authority budgets continuing to

be cut, I am convinced that maintenance of our paths in Surrey will depend more and more on

volunteer effort, and that Ramblers will lead the effort to provide it. My thanks as ever to the

Local Footpath Secretaries who lead this effort but also to all others such as our many group

working parties. While individual group reports will probably mention their working party

achievements, I am aware of about 2050 man-hours of such working party efforts during the year.

This is an especially good figure as several working parties had to be cancelled owing to the

absence of SCC staff to lead them.

Path Issues

The major issue of last year, Banstead Footpath 125 at Pigeonhouse Farm, had some resolution.

Following the issuing of a ‘legal’ letter by Central Office at our request, the head of SCC

Countryside Access arranged a meeting with the landowner to discuss the matter in detail. The

path was then cleared and has been walked by several members and groups. The landowners

however are both elderly, difficult and averse to walkers on their property: we need to keep

checking it and ensuring it stays open.

Another of our major issues involves the coincidentally named Pigeonhouse bridge over the river

Wey connecting paths in Woking and Guildford boroughs. The bridge abutments were severely

undermined in the floods during the winter of 2013-14 and there has been a Traffic Regulation

Order in place ever since on grounds of “danger to the public”. SCC told me at the end of last

month “the next stage will be a feasibility exercise for a replacement. This will be quite complex as

work needs to be done on bank protection, bridge design, and site access. We still don’t have a

budget or specialist staff for this, so it’s not likely to be a quick process. They are currently working

on (another) funding bid for bridges and once we have some cost estimates for the next stages of

the Pigeonhouse Bridge scheme we can see if funding can be secured.” The annoying factor about

this particular closure is that there is a perfectly good bridge across the river a few hundred yards

downstream, but it’s on the private land of the Wisley Golf Club. SCC have tried to get the co-

operation of the golf club to agree a diversion, but they won’t play ball.

http://www.tourism-lenslievin.co.uk/
http://www.tourism-lenslievin.co.uk/
http://www.tourism-lenslievin.co.uk/
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BVPI 178 (Best Value Performance Indicator)

The biannual BVPI exercise was undertaken again by Surrey Ramblers in November and May.

There are currently 58 trained Ramblers volunteers actively taking part with good coverage of all

areas of Surrey. Altogether, we will have undertaken the survey on over 400 paths which saves

SCC hundreds of man-hours. 84% of paths were found ‘easy to use’ in November, a record for the

winter survey, and the figure for May was again 85%%. The number of hours taken was over 450.

Reporting of/Resolving PROW problems

SCC’s new Countryside Access Management System has been in operation for most of the year.

This is standard software used by a number of other counties, and should be used by all members

to report PROW problems of any kind which require SCC action. It not only improves our ability to

check progress on problems we have reported but more importantly greatly reduces the amount

of time SCC has to spend on getting the problem solved.

Steve Mitchell, the SCC head of Access and Countryside, attended our October 2015 LFS meeting

to talk about the newly introduced Countryside Management Access System (CAMS). David Ross

undertook a pilot project during the year to extend our use of the system and Steve Mitchell was

due to attend our meeting again in October 2016 so we could implement this.

The Big Pathwatch Project

Surrey Ramblers were among the top performing Areas in the Pathwatch project. By the close of

the project we had completed 100% of the ‘Sample Squares’ necessary for a statistically valid

result and about 80% of our total number of squares.

Forestry Commission Project Mole Valley

The project, enabling the Commission to understand better PROWs in woodlands across England,

was successfully coordinated by the Mole Valley LFS Rob Alcock in conjunction with Central Office

and completed by the Ramblers in the autumn with about 10 Surrey members taking part. All

subsequently received a letter of thanks from the Head of the Forestry Commission.

New Paths

A number of new paths have been added to the Definitive Map during the year after involvement

by Ramblers including one in Elmbridge and Mole Valley and two in Tandridge.

North Downs Way

The North Downs Way Trail Manager Peter Morris, in conjunction with SCC, has commenced a

scheme of volunteers to survey and maintain sections of the NDW. This was only started in

January and Peter has since written to me: “All of the Surrey section is covered- almost exclusively

by RA groups and individuals. It’s also pleasing to see most of the sections have been audited with

reports submitted to SCC via the online CAMs reporting tool. We hope to have contractors out in

the coming weeks to carry out signing works. Please pass on my thanks to all involved.”

Role changes

Pauline Butcher took over as Local Footpath Secretary for the northern part of Reigate and
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Banstead, succeeding George Seaborn who had undertaken the role for the past 25 years.

Benedict Southworth took over as LFS for part of Tandridge after Kevin Wright stepped down.

Once again, it’s good to have had a full complement of LFS in all parts of the Area.

Rodney Whittaker

AREA MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT

1. MEMBERSHIP
1.1 Surrey reduced its membership by 144 from 30.09.2015 to 30.09.2016 at which time there
were 6727 members. The reduction of 2% this year is slightly more than the national average of
1.3% but as can be seen from the graph at 1.4 it is in line with the continual reduction in national
membership numbers since 2010.
The Surrey reduction is partly due to the disbanding of the Surrey Area Weekend Walkers
(SAWW). Group.
There were 670 new members in Surrey during the year and 88 members were reinstated.
Surrey remains the largest Area in the country.

1.2 ACTIVE, NEW AND REINSTATED MEMBERS, 30.09.2015 - 30.09.2016

END OF ACTIVE NEW REINSTATED

2015

SEPTEMBER 6871

OCTOBER 6894 69 8

NOVEMBER 6899 55 4

DECEMBER 6842 37 1

2016

JANUARY 6833 68 8

FEBRUARY 6818 60 7

MARCH 6792 62 7

APRIL 6805 82 12

MAY 6796 49 7

JUNE 6763 41 6

JULY 6733 31 4

AUGUST 6739 64 18

SEPTEMBER 6727 52 6

TOTAL -144 670 88
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1.3 BREAKDOWN OF MEMBERSHIP TYPES

30.09.2015 30.09.2016 PLUS MINUS

TOTAL MEMBERS 6871 6727 144

ANNUAL INDIVIDUAL 3228 3170 58

ANNUAL JOINT 2105 2093 12

ANNUAL CONCESSION INDIVIDUAL 761 739 22

ANNUAL CONCESSION JOINT 541 490 51

LIFE INDIVIDUAL 80 77 3

LIFE JOINT 8 8

LIFE CONCESSION INDIVIDUAL 87 87

LIFE CONCESSION JOINT 61 63 2

1.4 GRAPH COMPARING SURREY AREA AND NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FIGURES 2010- 2016

(Graph by David Leedham)

All figures for tables and graph are taken from the monthly MMU and AMA reports and the annual
reports from Central Office. The breakdown between Surrey Groups is tabulated monthly on the
Surrey Area Website.

2. RECRUITMENT CUP
The groups that gained the most members during the year were,
SABRE + 61
East Surrey +39
Farnham +26
The resulting order was not changed by the effect of the transfers from SAWW.

Congratulations to SABRE who won the Recruitment Cup.
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3. AREA GROUP 96
There were 112 members at 30.09.2016. The growth of the Area Group has slowed, increasing by
8 members this year compared with 43 in 2014/15. There were 52 new members, 19 members
transferred to other Surrey groups and 25 left the Ramblers or transferred to another Area.

4. SURREY AREA WEEKEND WALKERS - SAWW
The disbanding of SAWW, which had 242 members at 1.10.2015, contributed to the overall
reduction in Surrey members. During the year 50 members transferred by choice to other Surrey
Groups and 144 were transferred by postcode. It is assumed that the remainder left the Ramblers
or moved to other groups outside the Surrey Area.

5. RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION
Following the Recruitment Cup in 2015 , a survey identified the common themes for groups who
regularly gained high membership numbers.
In particular a good responsive website, use of social media and capturing and retaining potential
new members who attend a walk were identified as key issues.
Presentations were given by SABRE and East Surrey Walkers at a Council meeting to explain how
they achieved their results.

Anne Jamison

AREA WEBMASTER’S REPORT

Surrey Area website visits have grown slightly from about 1400 per month in October 2015 to
1500 per month in September 2016. Although an increase is welcome this is still a fairly small
number of visits.

In February 2016, a new blog-style page was added for the purpose of documenting Surrey County
Council proposals to introduce parking charges, and other changes, at Newlands Corner. A total of
26 news items have been added since then.

News items added to the front page this year include subjects such as leader training, CEO
changes, AGM details, Ramblers bus, walk start point map, the winding up of SAWW, Area
vacancies and volunteer development days.

The front page photo, which is also used on Facebook, is updated four times each year in line with
the seasons. Contributions of photos from members, epitomising a season and suitable for the
panoramic format used, would be very welcome.

This year the website was used again to advertise leader training courses and to process booking
requests for courses run by Surrey Area.

The members’ area is regularly updated with meeting minutes, membership reports and the latest
Area Directory. There is also a chart showing the membership trend for each group over the last
seven years, and a comparison of Surrey membership with the UK figures.

The Surrey Area diary on the front page shows details of Area Council meetings, AGM, walking
festivals and any other important events. Clicking through gives further details including a location
map.

The Surrey Area Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/SurreyRamblers) has gained more

https://www.facebook.com/SurreyRamblers
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“likes” – there are now 168 (compared with 114 last year) - but again needs more contributions
from members. Anyone with a Facebook account can post to the page.

David Leedham

REPORTS FROM AREA APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES

Ramblers Greater London Forum
The Forum is made up of members from the 6 Ramblers Areas which have London Boroughs
within their territory.

During the past year the 6 Areas, together with central office staff, have put together the Love
London, Walk London Campaign aimed at candidates both for the Mayorial and Greater London
Assembly elections in May 2016 to ensure that the Ramblers requirements were included in the
various party manifestos. Members would have seen the various articles in South East Walker
and the direct requests to write to their local candidates supporting our campaign.
Members would also be aware that the previous mayor Boris Johnson was very much focused on
cycling. Our campaign is seeking to redress the focus onto walking and cycling.

Members of the Committee organised meetings which included short walks with the mayorial
candidates and we were successful in getting our three aims into their manifestos. As members
will be aware Sadiq Khan was elected Mayor and phase two of the campaign being co-ordinated
now is to ensure that the promises made in his manifesto are implemented which included the
appointment of a walking and cycling champion.

Graham Butler, Acting Area Secretary

Basingstoke Canal Users Group
I represent both Surrey and Hampshire Areas on this Group.

BCUG has not held a meeting for several months, but I am kept informed by e-mail of any
incidents which may affect walkers using the towpath and I advise the relevant Area and/or Group
as necessary. For instance, a few weeks ago there was a brief occurrence of blue/green algae at
Fleet which led to (i) a temporary ban on unpowered boating and (ii) a warning to walkers to keep
their dogs out of the canal. I am also now on the mailing list of the Basingstoke Canal Society and
receive their quarterly newsletter.
The canal suffered through the winter with many fallen trees blocking the waterway and/or the
towpath. It needed a huge effort by rangers, contractors, and volunteers to clear these.
The current constitutional arrangements for the canal do not function as effectively as they might.
As an example, at the last meeting of the Joint Management Committee not one representative of
the 4 Surrey district authorities (Runnymede, Woking, Surrey Heath, Guildford) was present, and
the canal’s budget continues to suffer from underfunding from 2 of the Surrey authorities
(Runnymede and Surrey Heath) – there is a formula agreement for funding contributions from all 6
riparian districts (i.e. including Rushmoor and Hart in Hampshire). A transfer to the Canal & Rivers
Trust has been mooted as a possibility, but if it ever happens is probably several years away.

Brian Reader
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AREA TREASURER’S REPORT

Jackie Leedham
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Group Reports

CROYDON GROUP (report by Peter Roud, Chair)

Well it’s all in the title, Croydon Ramblers! During the year ending at our November AGM we
offered a programme of 440 rambles, ranging in length from two to twenty miles, and added
together one could have walked 3468 miles. That would take you from Croydon to New York! This
doesn’t include the walks on our seven holidays, six in the UK and one in Andros, Greece.
However, the numbers do include the efforts of two intrepid groups that completed the Chiltern
Way and the High Weald Landscape Trail, and a select few who conquered the South Downs,
Eastbourne to Lewes. We were very pleased to, once again, host the London Blind Group for a
Surrey ramble. Several walks included visits of interest such as museums, open houses, Chatham
Dockyard, and, it must be said, a few public houses.

We organised a special networking event for walk leaders, intended to thank them for their
contribution to Croydon Ramblers and facilitate the exchange of ideas on our walks programme.

Our footpath working party has continued to battle the elements meeting monthly to install a
total of six kissing gates and clear over 1700 metres of footpaths and bridleways. One of the gates
was funded by donations from our members, together with a legacy, in memory of three late
Croydon Group walkers. One of the working party group undertook the training to be a Volunteer
Path Warden and two more have signed up for this.

We continued our training sessions with one New Walk Leaders session and two First Aid sessions.
Over the last few years we have had very good support for both of these types of training days.

At the end of the year we had a membership of 868, a drop of 4% over the year. Our new
committee will be looking at ways of reversing this trend. Our fellowship activities have helped us
to keep in touch with members who are no longer able to walk with us, and several activities
during the year make sure that we keep them involved as much as possible. These social events
included a pre-Christmas quiz night, post-Christmas lunch, summer cream tea, monthly tea and
cakes in Croydon, and our usual get together for long standing members, at which, this year, we
celebrated two 90th birthdays.
Our Treasurer has continued to keep a close eye on our accounts and we are budgeting for next
year to continue with our training courses. We must thank our retiring independent examiner
(auditor of our accounts!) who is stepping down after many years double checking our treasurers’
sums.

For local publicity we have continued advertising some of our programme at local libraries but
were sad to see the closure of the Croydon Visitors Centre at East Croydon Station, part of the big
local development there.

We finished the year with our AGM attended by nearly 130 members and have elected a new
treasurer, and a new membership secretary. We start the year without a publicity officer. We
must give our heartfelt thanks to our retiring committee members, and welcome three new
people to the committee.
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EAST SURREY WALKERS (report by Helen Donnell, Secretary)

East Surrey Walkers have enjoyed another successful year. Membership of the Group has risen by
12% to 395 members and we have run 11% more walks than in previous years bringing the total
number of walks to 230 in the year. Thanks must be given to Amanda Whiteley as membership
Secretary who has done such a great job in welcoming new members and all the walks leaders
who keep the walks programme full and varied. The programme now includes summer evening
walks and fast fitness workout walks as well as our usual ambles, long and short circular walks and
linear walks.

We participated in the ‘Walk about Britain Festival’ providing a walk on every day of the festival
and one of our members, Helen Whiteley, completed the full distance. We also took part in the
local walk for the London Blind club and hosted a memorial walk for Mike Wood, a keen ESW
member who passed away this year.

Our publicity officer continues to promote the group and its activities in a variety of ways including
posters, flyers and articles in local publications. Communication with members is now almost
exclusively via the internet and we are active on social media with our own Facebook page and
postings on Streetlife.

Our social events have grown in number and attendance. We hosted a New Year lunch, annual
dinner, BBQ, Cream tea, visit to the Houses of Parliament and still to come the Barn Dance. This is
all possible due to the hard work of our Social Secretary and her committee.

Group holidays continue to be very popular and are usually oversubscribed. This year we went to
Spain and the Isle of Wight with 3 holidays in the pipeline for 2017. We also hosted our first coach
trip this year to Canterbury. We were blessed with a glorious summer’s day and offered both a
long and short walk around Canterbury with time left for sightseeing.

Ken’s Krew, a team of ESW members, work alongside Ken Clare assisting SCC to maintain the
footpath network on a monthly basis. This year they have installed 16 kissing gates, however it is a
struggle getting enough members to participate in this group. Tony Pearson, Richard Maskell and
Benedict Southworth are our local footpath secretaries overseeing the paths in our area.

This year Amanda Whiteley stood down as Membership Secretary and was replaced by her sister,
Helen Whiteley. It was also the end of Roy Battison’s term as Treasurer and he was thanked for
the 16 years he has dedicated to the Ramblers Organisation in a variety of roles. Julie Atkinson
now joins ESW as Treasurer.
We look forward to 2017 providing another exciting year for East Surrey Walkers.

EPSOM AND EWELL GROUP (report by Tony Gullett, Secretary)

Membership
We have had 63 new members this year and 10 members reinstated, total membership at the
end of September 2016 was 407 which is 19 more than at the same time in 2015.

Walking
The group continues to organise walks on four days each week and these vary in length
between two and twelve miles. Our Thursday walks of two or two and a half miles have
continued to grow in popularity and are now the second most popular walks.
Our Tuesday walks continue to be the most popular with an average of about 30 walkers and on
some walks there have been over forty.
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Holidays and Social Events
Throughout the year we have had a number of successful social events.

We had our Christmas Lunch at the Reigate Manor Hotel on the 12th December, this was the
second year we had held it there and as a good meal was enjoyed by all who came.

In April we had the first of three evening walks which started and finished at a pub where many of
the walkers had a meal afterwards. Two more evening walks took place during the summer
months. This is a new idea for our group and was so successful that more walks will be planned for
next year.

On the 7th May we had a Barn Dance at Ruxley Hall where the band “Ouch” provided live
music. It was great fun and good exercise! A Ploughmans supper with a variety of cheeses,
grapes and salad was prepared by members of our Social Committee.

In June two of our members organised a day out to the historic market town of Faversham
which included a walk across Ham Marshes from the town to The Shipwright’s Arms and back.
This was followed by lunch at the Shepherd Neame Brewery and a tour of the brewery
afterwards. We travelled from Epsom by coach and all 52 seats were filled.

In July some of our members organised a Barbecue which was held at The Chequers, Walton on
the Hill. The Barbecue was preceded by a walk at 11am. There was a good choice of meals and
everyone who went said what an enjoyable event this was.

In August a Working Group of volunteers from Epsom and Ewell installed a Kissing Gate near
Ricebridge Farm . This was the second year that our group has both funded and installed a Kissing
Gate to replace a stile but this one was much more difficult and involved lot of work. When the
work was completed suitable refreshments were enjoyed at a nearby pub!

Our “Group Holiday” continues to be an annual event thanks to our chairman Bob Hayward and
this year 36 members enjoyed a week of walking and sightseeing based in the
picturesque town of Dunster in Somerset. The group travelled together by coach which took us
there and stayed with us for the length of the holiday and this created a very relaxed and
sociable atmosphere where nobody had to drive, except our regular coach driver Malcolm.

This has been another year in which many social activities have taken place and once again we
have been very fortunate to have members willing to organise them.

FARNHAM GROUP (report by Alan Buttery, Chair)

There were no changes to the Farnham Committee makeup at this year’s AGM. Geoff Scott, our
secretary completed his 3 year term but in the absence of nominees to take over, Geoff agreed to
continue for another year.

Footpath Maintenance
This year, we ran 9 Footpath Maintenance Tasks. These tasks predominantly comprised
vegetation clearance and replacing signage in the absence of someone at SCC to co-ordinate larger
tasks. A total of 830 man hours were deployed in identifying and rectifying problems.

Again thanks to John Plympton for coordinating this work. John has taken the decision to stand
down after 13 years and will be hard to replace.

John has also taken the decision to stand down as co-ordinator of our 19 footpath wardens. Susie
Duffy, warden for Frensham has agreed to take over the role.
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Walking
We led 438 walks last year. This includes Tuesday evenings in the Summer focussing on those at
work. There were also 3 litter picks, 3 family walks, a walk with the London Blind club and 3 fish &
chip walks. In addition, there were Saturday specials to Exbury Gardens in the New Forest,
walking the Isle of Wight coastal path from Sandown to Ryde and a Real Ale Trail starting in Alton.
We had 250 Ramblers during the Festival of Winter Walks and a walk on every day including
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.

Membership
Our membership grew from 508 to 524. We had regular and good publicity in the Farnham Herald
and in South East Walker. We manned a stall at The Bourne Show to publicise Ramblers and
attended a Retirement Fair at the Farnham Maltings in February to help recruitment.

Finance
We continue to enjoy a healthy financial position. Our base assets currently stand at around
£2400. For another year, we did not ask for money from Central Office.

AGM/Social Events
We had 80 members at last year’s AGM.
At our Spring Social in March, over 80 members heard Dr Martin Angel of the Bourne Conservation
Group speak about Farnham’s Natural History.
153 Ramblers attended the 6 Christmas Lunches held at the end of walks over the holiday period.
80 members attended an excellent Quiz night.

A petanque evening was held in July, attended by 21 Ramblers.

Walking Holidays
Members organised 2 holidays last year. The first was to Crickhowell with 48 Ramblers and the
second to Ilkley with 40 Ramblers.

GODALMING AND HASLEMERE GROUP (report by Jennifer Caddy, Chair)

Highlights of our year included the three day stay in Oxfordshire in April hosted by members of
Chinnor U3A, the visit to Highgrove in June and the three one-day coach trips in August. All quickly
sold out. We gained 43 new members over the year, a net gain of 18. Membership is currently
459. About a sixth of our members receive our newletters and programme by post, the rest do so
by email

The New Year lunch held at the Clockhouse in Milford was well attended (72). The photographic
evening in March attracted over 50. Six people showed photos. Each was attended 15 minutes.
Money raised from a raffle covered the cost of the hire of the hall and a £40 profit.

We celebrated the 40th Anniversary of the merging of Godalming and Haslemere Ramblers in June
with three walks (11,9, 4 miles) which ended in Haslemere in time for a tea party at the museum.
There were 80 at the party.

The coach trips in August (to Avebury, Dorchester and Winchcombe) each had two walks, one long
and one short, and a programme for a few non-walkers. The total attendance was 166.

There were 235 walks on our regular programme. The special ones included two Christmas lunch
walks, a breakfast walk, a fish and chip walk and two walks in London, our annual outing to the Isle
of Wight, a new one to watch the Isle of Wight round the Island yacht race, and the walk with the
London Blind Ramblers in the summer. Recently two enterprising members led a series of four
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linear walks along the st. Swithun’s Way in Hampshire.

There are about 60 leaders in the group. We need more: recruiting more new ones remains a
problem.

The group had a stall at the Haslemere Charter Fair at the beginning of May and two walks in the
Haslemere Walking Festival at the end of September. We gained no new members but made a
profit of £60.from the sale of second-hand goods at the Fair.

The annual quiz evening held at the end of November became so popular that for the first time
there was a waiting list for it.

The Footpath Working Party worked a total of 52 hours. Staff shortages at SCC left them without
work from May to October. They are now back in action.

GUILDFORD GROUP (report by Basil Minor, Chair)

Starting with the worst news first: our membership dropped by 5 from 328 to 323 members at the
end of September relative to 2015. This drop unfortunately follows a national trend although
some groups in Surrey managed meaningful rises in membership. We are looking for a publicity
officer to help reverse the downward trend in membership.

Conversely our walking records show that despite reduced membership our members are walking
more often as there were significant attendance increases with two all-time records broken this
year for the second year running. Both the number of walks this year relative to last year was up
from 122 to 129 and the attendance figures for the year ending 31st of September were the
highest ever recorded by Guildford Ramblers up over the year from 1931 to 2107. The total
number of different walkers was however down from 300 to 298, many of whom came from
neighbouring groups.

The 5 to 6 mile Wednesday mid-week walk has become extremely popular with there being
regularly over 30 people walking. We have introduced both a long and a short walk on one
Wednesday every month as well as a shorter walk on the first Monday of each month. We will not
be changing the format of the Wednesday morning walk with a pub or café lunch stop which will
continue to take place once a week as many members put aside that day and that time. The
weekend walks which are between 8 and 12 miles long with a stop at lunch time, have had a
disappointing year with the average attendance falling from 10.6 to 8.9 walkers. The most popular
walk was part of Guildford Walkfest when 41 people turned up. Thanks must be given to the 38
walk leaders who made this possible.

Despite staff shortages at Surrey C. C. we have managed to keep the monthly path clearing
activities going, except in February when too many of our team went on holiday. We do now have
a permanent Surrey C.C. member John Baker, to liaise with, so hopefully more clearances and gate
erecting will occur in the coming year. Colin Selvin reported that the team built 33 steps at Daws
Dene, erected 4 kissing gates and 4 replacement finger posts, plus 2+ miles of paths were cleared
of vegetation.

The Christmas Lunch at the Farmhouse Restaurant at Rokers near Fairlands was very well
attended and we had the place to ourselves. Due to this success we will be returning to Roker’s
for our Christmas Lunch this coming season.

Keith continues to deliver new challenges, this year he led a succession of walks over a week in the
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summer which he called square root walks as their length of 9 or 18 miles were multiples of the
square root of his age. The sum of the distance walked in the week also added up to his age in
years.

Our walking break at Hay-on-Wye in May this year was a great success. We booked into the
Baskerville Hall Hotel a few miles out of Hay in glorious countryside on the Welsh/ English border
with lovely views of the Black Mountains to the South. We were able once again to run two led
walks on all 3 walking days. To anyone wishing to organise a group walking holiday we would
recommend the Baskerville Hall Hotel, whose original owner was a friend of Conan Doyle. The
staff were extremely helpful, the food was good and ample, and prices low. The hotel itself had a
certain faded grandeur which we all found fascinating.

We did not this year hold any recruiting drives. The only successful one last year when we held
three, was the one at an early summer Farmer’s market in Guildford High Street. We had
proposed to repeat the exercise, but due to the cobble relaying works we were unable to book a
suitable date.

Guildford Walkfest was moved to the late summer. We provided walk leaders for five of the
walks. There was a very varied programme with three or so walks each day over a fortnight. We
expect that the later September date will be repeated next year.

KINGSTON GROUP (from their Annual Report)

The Group has been looking for a new Chair but has managed to fill other positions.

For the past year, we have again provided a full programme of walks to suit a wide range of
abilities and preferences. For this we need to thank those responsible for putting together our
programme and particularly thank the leaders, including those who have led for the first time with
us since the 2015 AGM, Alan & Laurinda O’Shea (Godalming & Haslemere member)
Ellie Gleave (Richmond member) Margaret Buckley (West Essex member) and Anne Packer.

Also to Brenda Horwill for organising the Kingston Ramblers stand in the Surbiton Festival on
Saturday 24 September, and to Frank Coll for vetting our accounts, Maureen Munday for
organising restaurant visits and we shouldn’t forget Joan Bull, who does her bit to keep our
countryside clean by picking up litter on walks.

Finally, we must thank Ruth O’Keeffe for organising the refreshments for this evening and Linda
and Michael Hargrave for hosting our committee meetings.

Sadly, gone but not forgotten, are John Mackie, John Hauxwell and Peter Moulder.

Membership
Membership at end of Sep 2015 608
Membership at end of Sep 2016 615
Membership Gain 7

Members transferred in to Kingston Group following the closure of Surrey Area Weekend Walkers
14 (of whom only one person walked with us on a single occasion).

Nominal ‘normal’ membership loss 7
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Publicity & Recruitment
Since Surrey Area introduced Leadership courses in 2012, some 20 Kingston members have taken
part, including five in 2016. These courses are held twice a year and are open to all Kingston
members – see the Surrey Area website.
Ten Kingston members (including John Hauxwell) attended the 2016 Surrey AGM in Cheam.

Kingston group photos and articles appear in South East Walker, on Facebook and on our website.

Kingston Ramblers had a stall (for the 6th year) at the 2016 Surbiton Festival for publicity and
recruitment – thanks to the team of 12 Kingston members who were fantastic at promoting
rambling.

MOLE VALLEY GROUP (report from Gordon Lewis, Chair until November 2016)

The weather always looms large in any report about walking and this year is no exception. Last
winter four walks had to be abandoned because of floods and wet weather and there were various
comments about mud in the walk reports.

Nevertheless there were a total of 172 walks in the programme and a full analysis of our walk
statistics for which we are very grateful to Ginnie Hall for compiling this. As is reported, 327
walkers went on 2419 walks with the vast majority (85%) being members of Mole Valley.
Wednesday continues to be the most popular day with an average of 24 and a one-day high of 37!

We currently have 40 Walk Leaders on our list and 36 of those led walks during the year. Another
successful group holiday was enjoyed by all in Whitby in September and next year’s holiday will be
in Selworthy in the Exmoor National Park.
We have been pleased to welcome 37 new or reinstated members to the Group over the year.
This includes 15 welcome members from the disbanded SAWW group. Overall membership levels
have remained level at around 420.
A particularly rewarding activity during 2016 was the renovation of Jim Spencer’s bench. I would
like to thank the cleaning team of Dave Sangwine, Fiona Spencer, Christine Eagle and Cliff Weight
and also thank Susan Moyle for preparing a news item, photographs and ensuring that it was well
publicised. I received a note from the family expressing their appreciation and thanking us for our
efforts.

A number of changes have happened in the way that Footpath problems are monitored. Problems
are now reported and logged on a Surrey County Council website, Countryside Access
Management System (CAMS). A full breakdown of footpath activities is included in the report by
Bob Alcock and Pat Womersley. I am pleased to report that a number of our members have
recently been on a Volunteer Path Warden (VPW) course run by Surrey County Council.

There have been a number of social events including a pub lunch in July at Wotton Hatch. Thank
you to Joan Young for organising this where there was an opportunity to look over some old
photographs and remember a lot of things that have happened in a group that is now entering its
37th year. The 2016 New Year Lunch was at the Drummond Arms in Albury. Both the lunch and
preceding walk were well supported and thanks go to Christine Eagle for organising this.

REIGATE GROUP (report by Sally Wallace, Chair)

We can count the past year as an enjoyable and successful year – our membership has gone up by
a few. The number of walks on offer has increased – thanks to a slightly larger pool of leaders.
Visitors on our walks have more than doubled. All of which has helped to put the average number
of walkers on each walk up to 15/16. Our target is still only to provide two walks per week plus a
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few additional evening and afternoon walks during the summer months.
We are known as a friendly group – frequently finishing our Thursday walks at a pub for drinks or
lunch. The social side of our group is growing with members meeting up for events outside of
walking. The group socials are always well attended – in the past year we have enjoyed a Games
Night, a Compass Quiz Night a New Year Lunch and a Summer Dinner. For the first time this year
one of our members opened up her garden for a summer tea.
In July four of us took part in the penultimate leg of the Thames Baton Relay Trail. We passed
thirteen bridges between Kew and Vauxhall – pausing at the Barnes memorial bench to David and
Margaret Sharp and then stopping en route for lunch.
In September a thirty strong group of us went off to Cirencester for a weekend’s walking in the
Cotswolds. A slide presentation of the holiday was shown at our AGM and information given on
the 2017 holiday to come in the New Forest.
At the AGM we were delighted to elect a Footpath Secretary, John Webb. John together with all
the members of our Footpath Working Team have trained as Voluntary Path Wardens. Our small
but industrious committee now numbers seven. Following on from the business, and after tea and
cake, we were given a fascinating talk on the life of a local legend - Walker Miles - who was a
pioneer of walking at the turn of the 20th century – getting Londoners to make use of the railway
network to get out walking in the Surrey countryside.

RICHMOND GROUP (report by Vic Lewis, Secretary)

The Group had a reasonable year in which our membership fell slightly. We continued to attract a
healthy number of new members but lost too many existing members. Our publicity made use of
local radio, Facebook, Twitter, posters and leaflets. We also gave away free copies of our guidebook
describing rural walks around Richmond. The Group had a stall at the annual Full of Life Fair, aimed
at Richmond’s senior citizens, held this year at the RFU stadium in Twickenham. Our website has an
increasing number of photos and incorporates descriptions of our walks. It attracted an increased
number of hits over this period.

Our walk programme covered Greater London and all surrounding counties. It included long (12
miles) and short (3 miles) walks, country and city walks, evening walks, park and riverside walks and
poetry walks. All were accessible by public transport. We organised a full number (160) of mid-week
and weekend walks over the 12-month period. The number of walkers on the individual walks varied
between one and thirty. An analysis of the walk reports showed that 42% of the attendances were
from other groups and about 4% were non-members. The average attendance per walk fell by about
14% for no apparent reason.

The programme of talks suffered several unprecedented problems – such as speakers having to
cancel at very short notice. The audiences were smaller than previously and the cost of hiring the
facilities was much increased. All this resulted in an overall loss and the programme has been
suspended indefinitely.

The New Year Lunch was held in January at The Star, in Malden Rushett. The AGM for this period
was combined with our Christmas party and held in early December.

In September, David Ferguson took a party to Bronte Country in Yorkshire where they visited
Haworth and walked on the surrounding moorlands and part of the Pennine Way. A memorial walk
along the Thames Path between Richmond and Hampton Court was held in April on the first
anniversary of David Sharp’s death. An inscribed memorial bench for David and Margaret Sharp,
purchased by the Group, was installed on the Barnes riverside.
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We were delighted that Mayor and Mayoress of Richmond were able to join the walk along the
Richmond section of the Thames Path that commemorated the 20th anniversary of its inauguration
as a national trail.

The Group was very saddened to lose our Chairman, Tom Kibble, after a long illness. Tom was not
only an excellent leader but also a very eminent physicist.

SURREY AND BEYOND RAMBLERS - SABRE (report by Nigel Woodhead, Chair)
I am pleased to report that once again we have had a very successful year. Our membership by the
end of September had grown to 272, a gain of 61 new members over last year. Surrey Area has
awarded us The Surrey Area Ramblers Recruitment Cup for being the fastest growing Ramblers
group in Surrey. I must add this was decided even after deducting the voluntary transfers of
members from the SAWW group when it closed.

We owe much of our success to all our walk leaders who have put on an amazing variety of walks
throughout the year, 160 this year which is up 20 on last year. Also much thanks must go the hard
work of the SABRE committee and the recruitment effort via our new group website and the
Meetup site.

This year we celebrated SABRE’S 5th Anniversary with a series of events starting in January with
three Anniversary Walks on one day. Social events were a Beach Party, quiz night and visiting a
fireworks display.
A major event for SABRE was the launch the new website in May, which has many new features
giving easier access to more information, the ability to post walks more quickly and to be more
easily viewed on laptops, tablets and mobile phones. Our thanks must especially go to our
webmaster for all his hard work and his continuing work on our excellent website.

This year we have conducted two long distance trails including the Vanguard Way and the Thames
Path which continues into next year. We have also taken part in The Ramblers Baton Relay on the
Thames Path by leading the Walton on Thames to Kingston section and the Ramblers Walk about
Britain Festival. We held a popular walking holiday on Exmoor in June and have held joint walks
with other groups including The London Sports Club for the Blind, Surrey Young Walkers and
Woking Ramblers.

I am looking forward to walking with our group as we go into 2017 and feel confident we can keep
up the high standards we have achieved, if we continue to be a friendly, fun and enjoyable group
for everyone with an enthusiastic committee and more walk leader

STAINES GROUP (report by Margaret Daborn, Secretary)

Staines Group have enjoyed a busy year with a full programme of varied walks, holidays and social
get togethers.

After finding at the AGM in 2015 that no one was willing to take on the role of Chairman we have
been fortunate in recruiting John Lay to the post. John has conscientiously worked on Staines
Group matters and chaired our meetings with skill and a “light touch”

Peter Malloy also stepped up and has joined the committee, attending the Area Meetings on
behalf of Staines Group. All committee members have agreed remain in their roles for a further
year.
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Membership numbers continue to fluctuate around the 300 mark with a monthly high of 308 and
a low of 297 since January 2016. At the end of September, we had had 35 new members in that
period compared with 22 in the previous year but that increase could mostly be accounted for by
the transfer of members from the Surrey Area Weekend Walkers into our Group.

Holidays – this year we enjoyed group holidays in the Gower Peninsular, and at Bournemouth.

Footpaths - No major footpath problems in the Runnymede and Spelthorne areas have been
reported this year, our paths are in good condition. The closure of the pedestrian level crossing
from Moor Lane to Staines Moor (FP18) remains ongoing. The “Temporary” Order came into force
in April 2014 and has now been extended until Feb. 2017. An old wooden stile was removed and a
new metal gate installed at Hamm Moor on Chertsey Meads (footpath 10 Chertsey) on January
14th by a small working party organised by Les Ham and Alan Brown, SCC.
Unfortunately three key members of the Surrey County Council Rights of Way Team resigned this
year and their replacements have yet to be found. This significant loss of staff could have serious
effect on the maintenance of the rights of way throughout the county.

SURREY HEATH RAMBLERS (taken from the group’s annual report )

The Group's AGM was held on the 6th November at the Frimley Community Centre. There were 24
members present, which was a very disappointing turn-out bearing in mind the opportunity the
AGM presents for people to consider the committee's stewardship of the Group and to ask
questions and give opinions about its future direction, particularly in relation to the walks'
programme and social activities. In view of the poor attendance, the committee will be considering
the format of next year's AGM to see what can be done to widen its appeal to a larger audience of
members.

Although members of the Group were not attracted to the AGM in any great numbers, the Group's
total membership appears to have stabilised around the 230/240 mark, which is a welcome state
of affairs when the options open to people looking for organised walks has never been greater. The
added attraction of social events is perhaps a plus point for joining the Ramblers, none more so
than for single people. Words to this effect have been voiced at various times within the Group. To
this end, a Christmas lunch, a quiz night, a garden party and two holidays involving trips to Portugal
and the Peak District have all taken place within the last year and been well supported. There was
also a coach trip to the Avebury/Marlborough area in July during which the 35 members who
went were able to enjoy one or other of the two walks which were on offer.

In terms of general publicity, the committee as a whole puts the Ramblers' membership leaflet in
libraries, community centres and any other local places to which the public has access, while the
Group's website has also proved useful in turning a few enquiries into additional members.

The Group continued its normal practice of walking on Sundays and Tuesdays, with distances of
between five and ten miles being the norm and not too arduous in terms of hill climbs and
multiple stiles. On an annual basis, 104 walks would have constituted a full programme, but only
89 actually took place. The reason for the shortfall was an insufficient number of walks' leaders. A
walk with the London Blind was included in the programme, but there were only just enough
members present on the day to ensure that it passed off safely. A similar walk next year might go
ahead if there is a pre-commitment by enough members to attend in support of it.

The Group's volunteer working parties barely functioned during the last year, mainly due to a lack
of council initiated jobs. This was hardly surprising in view of the fact that Surrey County Council's
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countryside section lost a number of staff over a relatively short period and there was an
appreciable delay before suitable replacements were recruited. In terms of the path network as a
whole in Surrey Heath, BVPI inspections are carried out on a regular basis and "one offs" like Big
Path Watch reviews have been undertaken.

SURREY YOUNG WALKERS - SYG (report by Holly Matthews, Chair)

This year SYW has had another busy fun packed programme of walks and social events. One to the
biggest achievements was that we finally started internet banking getting rid of the cheque book
and introducing transfers direct into member’s bank accounts. Alongside this we continue to train
members on how to use the new website and features that can be used by everyone to save time
and make the club work more smoothly.

We have had a full programme of events though-out the year on every weekend – members had a
walks/socials or even both some weekends. We also had a summer of evening walks on
Wednesday based all over Surrey. We had extra number of weekends away over the course of the
year. We went to Gurnery in late May for an extra-long weekend; we had an annual camping
weekend in Corfe, Dorset where we join Dorset Young Walkers for a weekend of walking and
sightseeing. Then we were off for our summer holiday to Brixham in Devon, a lovely week of
walking around the costal path and over Dartmoor. Once the school had gone back, we were off
again this time to Isle of Man for a long weekend of walking along the costal path and up the only
mountain on the island. We are rounding off the year of 2016 with our annual Xmas party this
year in Canterbury.

We also had a number of feature walks though-out the year, we did 20 miles in the summer
around the South Downs Way featuring the Seven Sisters and Beachy Head. We had lots of join
walks with fellow Young Walking clubs. Our bonfire walk around Brockham this Saturday which
starts and ends in the dark stopping in the middle to watch the fireworks.

To encourage members to continue to support SYW by leading walks, organising social events and
serve on the committee, we once again held a Contributor evening which was well received. This
year we focused on awarding new walk leaders in an effort to encourage more members to lead
walks. The efforts seem to be working as there have been quite a few new walk leaders leading
walks on the programme this year. We hope that in the year ahead this trend will continue.

I’d like to express my sincere appreciation to all of the committee of the past year. Some roles on
the committee are more time-consuming than others so thank you to those who have put in a lot
of hours towards the successful running of SYW. Also, to all the members who support SYW by
leading walks and organising social events, without everyone playing their part as volunteers it
wouldn’t be the great group that it is, so a huge thank you to you all.

SUTTON AND WANDLE VALLEY (report by Peter Rogers, Chair)

Membership at the year end was 495, 4 more than for September 2015. In the twelve months to
30th September there were 67 new members; and 6 who were reinstated. In addition, 14 people
transferred in from the now defunct SAWW Group (Surrey Area Weekend Walkers) and there were
4 other transfers into the Group. Based on walk reports, the Group has 212 active members, in
that they have attended at least one walk or social event in the past year.

The Group provided 270 walks, the highest ever number. Of these, 69 walks were 5 miles or less.
In addition the weekly short walks around Beddington Park were continued and there were coach
trips to Eastbourne and Faversham. The number of leaders at 43 was also the highest ever. The
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number of walks easily reached by public transport increased from 178 to 199, 74% of all walks.
There was little change in the overall average number of walkers, down from 16.2 to 15.8 but
attendances on short walks showed an increase.

The Group ran its usual stall at the Carshalton Fair on August Bank Holiday. After two years of
poor weather, thankfully this year was much better and the stall was lively during the day.

The Group hosted the Surrey Area AGM for the first time. 88 attended the meeting including 35
from our own Group. Hosting the meeting required a significant amount of work but was
generally regarded as a success, thanks to all those who contributed by providing and serving
lunches, leading two walks before the meeting and setting up the venue for the meeting.

Our annual walk with the London Blind Walkers’ Association was around Home Park, Hampton
Court and Bushy Park. The Association emailed after the walk to thank the (sixteen) helpers for a
great walk.

At last year’s AGM, volunteers were found for the previously unfilled posts of Secretary and Social
Secretary so that a full committee of ten was in post this year. In 2012, the Group adopted the
policy of limiting the time in office which will mean a number of posts will become vacant in most
years but it appears that usually volunteers can be found to fill posts so this policy is working well.

WOKING GROUP (from the group’s annual report)

The group has continued to have an active walks programme with a full day walk almost every
weekend, usually on Sunday though occasionally on Saturday if public transport is involved. There
has also been a half-day walk almost every week though the day has varied – sometimes Tuesday,
sometimes Wednesday, sometimes Thursday – with no real pattern. Some members do regular
part-time work on certain days of the week though not others, and by varying the day of our
midweek walks it does give as many members as possible the chance to take part. We have also
started monthly “EZ” walks of 2 miles or so, from the Wetlands Centre on Horsell Common in an
effort to introduce new people to walking with our group, and to provide a “stepping stone”
between the very short Health Walks provided by others and our traditional walks programme.
They have a regular slot on the 3rd Saturday of each month. The walks can be as short as 2 miles
or up to 4 and are tailored to the needs of those who come and are usually followed by a visit to
the lovely café at the Centre.

One feature this year was a series of walks along the Basingstoke Canal towpath, held in
conjunction with the Basingstoke Canal Society’s Woking Canal Festival. Over the course of a week
in early August, we walked the whole length of the towpath in 6 stages ranging in length from 10
miles down to 4 miles. Public transport was used to and from the nearest appropriate railway
stations to make this possible.

We also agreed to assist the Basingstoke Canal Society in updating a book of circular walks based
on the canal towpath. The Ramblers had an input to the previous edition. We are undertaking this
task together with North Hampshire Downs group, and several re-surveys have already taken
place since the end of the period under report.

Members’ numbers have varied this year between 206 as a low and 223 as the highest so although
we are maintaining our numbers they are still down compared to a few years ago

The mid week short walks have become very popular. They have been held on differing weekdays
throughout the year and have been well attended. The longer walks have traditionally always been
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on a Sunday but this year more have been held on a Saturday and are gaining popularity. Some
short Sunday walks have been added when there is a gap but these have not drawn a great
attendance.

We were very fortunate in being able to participate at Woking Canal Festival (WCF) with a
presence generously made available to us by the Basingstoke Canal Society. We borrowed a
gazebo and other equipment from Surrey area, ordered promotional material from HQ and
printed a special A6 handout. Thanks are also due to one of our partners, Cotswold Outdoor for
kindly sending a representative for the first day, who worked very hard engaging with visitors to
promote both our brands. Our booth was constantly very busy and the weather was idyllic if not
too hot. We gave 250 visitors that we spoke with, the A6 handout that was especially printed for
the occasion – that's 250 conversations with potential new members. Our presence at WCF was
published on the Basingstoke Canal Society website, a parish magazine and website, and a local
commercial radio website, plus we received event press coverage in the Woking News and Mail.

The lengthy saga of the closure of Pigeonhouse Bridge over the River Wey (Woking Footpath 82 /
Ockham Footpath 5) at Grid Ref TQ054584 under a Traffic Regulation Order continues. The
abutments of the bridge were seriously undermined during the floods in the winter of 2013-14.
Surrey County Council told us that the necessary repairs to make the bridge safe would have cost
more than the entire annual path maintenance budget for the county! The latest news is that the
bridge has been taken down by specialist contractors this autumn as there was a danger of it
falling into the river. The next stage is a feasibility exercise for a replacement. SCC say this will be
quite complex as work needs to be done on bank protection, bridge design, and site access. SCC
still don’t have a budget or specialist staff for this, so it’s not likely to be a quick process. They will,
however, be working on another funding bid for bridges - a previous one was unsuccessful - once
they have some cost estimates for Pigeonhouse Bridge.
There is also a Traffic Regulation Order in place on Woking Footpath 47A. This ran between wire
fences in a direct line from Newlands Avenue, Westfield south to a junction of paths on Moor
Lane. There is now a major housing development taking place and blocking the path, but once this
is complete the plan is that the path will be diverted onto a slightly longer, but better, line slightly
to the east and running through a belt of tree being created to screen the houses.
A very minor diversion of Woking Footpath 4, between Deep Pool Farm and Horsell Common, was
confirmed in February 2016 by the Planning Inspectorate. I had not objected on behalf of the
Ramblers, but there were 3 objections outstanding when Surrey County Council submitted the
case to the Secretary of State. The diversion moved the legal route from a wet field onto a track
already used by most walkers.
Another minor diversion on Woking Footpath 42 / Send Footpath 61, between the Wey
Navigation and Send church, has also been confirmed. The diversion corrected an anomaly, and
there were no objections. The former definitive line of the path crossed a minor stream in the
fields between the Navigation and the River Wey, but there was no bridge at that point. There
was, however, a bridge in the same field and only a very few yards to the south, and the path has
been legally diverted over this (again it was the route walkers used anyway).
The Wey Navigation and the Basingstoke Canal both pass through our area. I continue to
represent the Group on the National Trust‘s Wey Navigation Towpath Users Group which meets
half-yearly. Other Ramblers Groups along the length of the Navigation are also represented.

http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/
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The Area Officer list for this period

Area Role Name Phone Email

Chair Barry Holland 01483 425192 chair@surreyramblers.org.uk

Vice-Chair Roy Endersby 020 8656 8794 vicechair@surreyramblers.org.uk

Secretary (acting) Graham Butler 01424 845052 secretary@surreyramblers.org.uk

Treasurer Jackie Leedham 01932 355138 treasurer@surreyramblers.org.uk

Footpaths/Access Rodney Whittaker 020 8398 4822 footpaths-access@surreyramblers.org.uk

Membership Anne Jamison 020 8943 1028 membershipsec@surreyramblers.org.uk

Webmaster David Leedham 01932 355138 webmaster@surreyramblers.org.uk
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